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TEMPLATE LETTER/EMAIL TO POLITICIAN OR COMMUNITY LEADER
[If writing a letter, insert your address]
Dear [insert name of politician / community leader]
My name is [insert name] and I am writing to you [if writing on behalf of on organisation, insert organisation’s name] to ask for your support on the first ever SheDecides Day on 2 March 2019. SheDecides [if writing an email, insert hyperlink to the SheDecides website], as you may know, is a global movement to promote, provide, protect and enhance the fundamental rights of every girl and woman. [If writing as an individual, add personal connection to the issue/movement to engage the politician/community leader]. 
[Provide reason for writing to that particular politician/community leader by highlighting any supportive or relevant actions they have already taken to promote the rights of women and girls in order personalise the letter.]
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 March 2019 marks one year since global leaders came together under the banner of SheDecides to stand up against President Donald Trump’s reinstatement and expansion of the Global Gag Rule [if writing via email, insert hyperlink to SheDecides’ Global Gag Rule fact sheet], otherwise known as the “Mexico City Policy”. As you may be aware, this policy prevents NGOs outside the U.S. from receiving money from the U.S. government if they provide safe abortions or information about abortion. 
Since July 2017, over 120,000 individuals and organisations have signed the SheDecides manifesto [if writing an email, insert hyperlink to manifesto], pledging to create a new normal where girls and women decide for themselves about their bodies and their lives. Moreover, to help bridge this void, SheDecides has successfully mobilised approximately $450million in additional funding from a range of governments and individuals, including Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, the Netherlands and others. 
However, this success is not enough to solve the issue and therefore on SheDecides Day, we are standing up, speaking out and taking action. People, organisations and leaders from around the world will be organising events, publicising activities and leveraging the SheDecides manifesto for greater impact. As someone with long experience in supporting women’s rights and international development [please tailor to individual politician/community leader by linking it to their record, interests or constituency needs, noting anything of public record or particular relevance] we/I would be honoured if you could join us in taking action this SheDecides Day by [insert desired call to action. E.g: 
· Signing the SheDecides manifesto
· Hosting a SheDecides day event to encourage support for the movement 
· Speaking at or attending a SheDecides Day event that I am/we are organising 
· Publicly announcing your support for SheDecides Day/SheDecides movement
· Raising SheDecides in Prime Minister’s Questions (or regional equivalent)
· Insert other call to actions, which are tailored to your local area] 


[If relevant to requested call to action, insert logistical details of the suggested activity including exact timing, location, type of event you would like them to host/speak at, confirmed attendance at the event you are hosting, etc.]. 



I am/We are available to answer any questions you may have and look forward to hearing from you.

Together, we create the world that is better, stronger, safer. But only if. And only when. SheDecides. 

Yours sincerely,
 [Insert name]
[Insert signature]
[Insert contact details]
[If writing an email, insert links to the SheDecides Facebook page and the SheDecides Twitter page]
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