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PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE
[Insert organisation] demonstrates support for SheDecides Day [Customise press release headline with specific detail – e.g. ‘with gathering of political leaders in Nairobi’….]
· [Insert organisation/country] joins leaders and supporters from around the world to mark the first SheDecides Day, pledging continued commitment to creating a world where she decides – without question. 
· [Insert key event highlight – a commitment, number of attendees, high-level delegates, interesting speakers]. 
[Insert location and date]:  Activists, policymakers and youth [tailor audiences] gathered today to celebrate SheDecides Day at the [venue] in [city]. Organised by [organisation], the [forum, meeting, event] aims to encourage open discussion about the barriers faced in accessing sex education, contraception and safe abortion, particularly amongst the country’s youth [Adapt with specifics on event aims and ambitions]. The event [event title if possible] led by [Minister, key individual(s)] is taking place as part of SheDecides Day, a global day of action for the SheDecides movement.  
SheDecides was launched at the start of 2017 as an urgent reaction to the Global Gag Rule. It has rapidly evolved from two words, to a one-day conference into a global, political movement, which is guided by the vision as articulated in the SheDecides Manifesto: A new normal where girls and women decide about their bodies, their lives, their futures. Without question. Since March 2017, the term SheDecides has become an urgent rallying cry leading to the formation of a global movement, now generating national and regional movements to mobilise all those who define themselves as Friends of SheDecides to maintain the momentum. The uniqueness of the movement lies both in its bold approach and its transformative working model.  SheDecides breaks down traditional silos, builds on the work of others and brings in the energy of many new voices. SheDecides is a political movement with community support.
Activists, leaders and supporters from around the world are marking today as SheDecides Day, to encourage others to stand up, speak out and take action to challenge anyone or anything that denies women and girls the basic human rights needed to make decisions that are theirs, and theirs alone. 
 [Insert contextual information for local country surrounding women and girls’ rights (e.g. potential funding in country that could be jeopardised due to the Global Gag Rule, activity of opposition forces, unsupportive government, etc. Include two lines on the organisation, or country commitments/work in this space to date].

[Sample quote from high-level spokesperson]: “We believe that girls and women are the only ones who should make decisions about their lives and their bodies – and that she has have the fundamental right to education, support and health services that truly meet her needs. Today, for SheDecides Day, we are delighted to announce [key highlight from event – an agreement, a pilot, funding if possible]. We are actively striving for a future where she decides, every day, everywhere”.
 [Quote from a key participant – ideally a youth delegate]: “Today is an important day for [specific audience – i.e. youth in Philippines] – as we join with our political leaders/community leaders/healthcare specialists to agree on meaningful action to [specific detail – i.e. increase access in rural areas to sex education]”.





Since SheDecides launched, the movement has mobilised more than $400 million from a huge range of governments and individuals, including Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, the Netherlands, Canada and others. Since July 2017, over 120,000 citizens and organizations have pledged to take action to support the SheDecides movement. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Join the conversation: Follow @SheDecidesGFI and share your messages using the hashtag #SheDecides #SheDecidesDay #WithoutQuestion

Read and sign the manifesto here: https://www.shedecides.com/the-manifesto 

More information on SheDecides can be found here: www.shedecides.com.

ENDS
Notes to editors:

For more information and interviews, please contact:
[Insert your local contact details here]


About SheDecides 
SheDecides was launched at the start of 2017 as an urgent reaction to the Global Gag Rule. It has rapidly evolved from two words, to a one-day conference into a global, political movement which is guided by the vision as articulated in the SheDecides Manifesto: A new normal where girls and women decide about their bodies, their lives, their futures. Without question. 
This includes having access to modern contraception, to sexual and relationship literacy and safe abortion. SheDecides unites everyone who believes that every girl and every woman should decide for herself about what she does with her body: to enjoy all sexual and reproductive rights, the right to pursue healthy, pleasurable sexual lives – free from judgement, stigma, coercion and harm.   Since March 2017, the term SheDecides has become an urgent rallying cry leading to the formation of a global movement, now generating national and regional movements to mobilise all those who define themselves as Friends of SheDecides to maintain the momentum. The uniqueness of the movement lies both in its bold approach and its transformative working model.  SheDecides breaks down traditional silos, builds on the work of others and brings in the energy of many new voices. SheDecides is a political movement with community support.

For more information go to: SheDecides and follow us on Twitter and on Facebook .

About [Insert organisation’s name here]
[Insert boilerplate describing organisation]
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